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To the Honourable 
Sir THOMAS ABNEy, Ke, 


Deputed to Act during the Illneſs 
Of the Right Honourable 


Sir RoBERT Beacucrorr, Knt. 


Lord-Mayor 


Of the City of LONDON. 


Alſo to the Right Honourable 


Hr Richard Hoare, Aut. 
| 1 Mayor Elect : 


And to the 


Court of ALDERMEN: 


The following 


SERMON 


Printed in Obedience to their Commands, 
is with all poſſible Reſpe& and Sub- 
miſſion, Dedicated, 


By their TP Humble, 
and moſt Obedient Servant, 


BRkNj. CARTER. 
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T cannot be too often mention d to the Cres 
dit and Honour of our moſt Holy Religion, 

that Love and Unity are its Favourite Do- 

- rrines:* Theſe, in regard of their Intrinſic 
Worth and Excellency, will always deſerve, and 
tis to be fear d, that in regard of the State of 
Mankind, they will always need to be inſiſted on 
recommended. They will always 
= A 3 deſerve 


2 A Sermon Preach'd at | 
deſerve to be inſiſted on, becauſe the very Life 
and Subſtance of Chriſtianity is concern'd in the 
preſervation of them ; if theſe be deſpis d and 
trampled on, farewel all the Comforts and Joys of 
this World, and which is infinitely more, all the 
Glories and Beatitudes of the next. They can- 
not be ſet aſide but with the immediatꝭ Loſt of 
preſent, and the Forfeiture of all Title tb Eterhaf 
- Happineſs. And they will always need to be in- 
ſiſted on, becauſe Man is naturally a Proud, a 
Jealous, and an angry Creature; aſſuming too 
much to himſelf, yielding roo little t Others, + 
prone to Envy, to Rage, and to Revenge Right 
Reaſon indeed, may in ſome meaſure check and 
reſtrain theſe Tempeſtuous Paſſions, but they can 
only be charm'd down by the Sacred Omnipotent 
Spirit of Truth and Peace That Kind and Gra- 
cious Spirit which is always ready to cure the In. 
firmities, to ſtrengthen the Wealtneſſes of our 
Frail Natures, and to infuſe into every honeſt and 


well diſpoſed Heart all Vertues and Graces ; eſpe- 


cially this truly Chriſtian, this Superlative Grace 
of Charity; of all others the moſt perfective 
of Human Nature; the moſt conducive to the 
Peace and Welfare of Human Societies. Upon thefe 
Accounts it is worthy of all that Earneſtneſs and 

Holy-Zeal with which St. Paul recommends and 
urges it in every Epiſtle he has written, and which 
is very viſible in the Words of tlie Text: For ha- 
ving7exhorted? the Colaſtaus to ſome of the Higheſt 
and moſt Eminent Duties of [the Chriſtian Life; 
ta Mortificatios and Self- denial, to Meekneſ, 720 ; 
isl . „ mi ty, 


S. Lawrence Jewry. 3 
mility, and Patience. He introduces this in ſuch 
1 tile and Manner” as' plainly thews the. Highty 
Value he put upon. it, and gives it a Superiority 
and Preeminence over them all. Aud above all 
theſe things put on Oy _—_ is the _ of Per- 
feBlneſ5.” * D «113 J} 11 1 10695: F Wi 1 | 
. He compares! ihe it werg to an Linder Gar- 
ment, which is Larger and Fuller, Richer and 
more Coſtly than the reſt; compleats the Dreſs, 
and diſtinguiſhes the Rank and Quality of the 
Wearet. Or if we read the Words as ſame Tex- 
plain them, For! the: - ſake of all theſe! pur an Ch 

Tichy; the Inference is, that the Vertueg afore- 
meiition d cannot attain. to any Perfection without 
this ; and that all their Adds, udlef perform d in 
and accompany d with Charity, have; ng: real 
Worth or ; 100:thent mti 10 2: eM bus 

In both Explications, we ſee in what peculiat 
Elten the Apoſtle held this Grace. And chat his 
Judgment in this matter may ſtand entirely ap: 
en a by us, and we ſee Reaſon ſufſicient to con- 
Form to his Sentiments, and embrace his Exhorta- 
tion, I proceed to diſcourſe mim in the follow- 
ing Method. 0 2755 19 8 md! 14 0 | ug! 27 
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_ Conſider in OR 1 IN and; with, what 
43710119 1» Juſtice. and Reaſon. Charity is ſtil d the 
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In vain ſhall we ſearch for it in the Books of Mo- 
raliſts; Not the loſtieſt and moſt reſia d of them 
ever gave a Precept ſo Divine as this of St. Paul. 
lese . Socrates and Pluto, Tui and Platarch , and 
all the celebrated Improvers of Human Nature, 


and Maſters of Human Hate, are LORD out- 
| 4 mad 2 is an Evan 


is 2 e upon a "Senſs f the: general 
| Goodneſs of the Divine Nature, partly upon a 
Senſe of our own particular and ſpeeial Obligati- 


ons to this Goodneſs; partly upon that Reverence 


and Regard which a Soul, 1 with the Love 


of. God, will always pa y to his Commands. I ſay 
it is, LOVE JO OUR NEIGHBOUR WER THE 
| SAKE OF GOD : A Noble and Univerſal Love, 
bons from the won Principles, and directed * 
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the higheſt Ends. It has nothing corrupt or im. 


pure, nothing mean or ſelfiſn in it. It not only 
inclines us to wiſh and deſire the Welfare and Hap- 
pineſs of our Neighbour, but powerfully ſollicits, 
yea, indiſpenſibly obliges us to contribute all we 
are able, to the promoting and ſecuring that Hap- 
pineſs. And if any here ask the Queſtion pro- 
pounded by the Lawyer to our Saviour, Who is my 
Neighbour 2 Luke 10.49. We muſt anſwer, All Man- 
kind: Not only thoſe of our Kindred and Acquain- 
tance, or thoſe of the ſame City or Nation, of the 
ſame Religion or Sect with our ſelves; but alſo Hea- 


thens and Infidels: tho farther remov d from us in 
the Temper of their Minds; than iu that of their Cli- 
mates; tho” at a greater Diſtance in reſpect of the 


Manners of their Lives, than in the Situation of 
their Country. By the Doctrine of the Goſpel, 


Mankind is, if T may ſo ſpeak, laid in Common. 


All the Fences of Prejudice and Eſtrangement are 
broken down, all Narrowneſs of Opinion taken 
away; And Love is a Debt which we owe to all 
of our own Species, to the meaneſt, nay, to the 
worſt Mortal upon Earth. If any think I ſtate 
this Duty too much at large, and extend the Ob- 


jects of it too wide, let him read the Story of the 


Good Samaritan; who compaſſionated the Unfor- 
tunate Few, and reliev'd him, tho” Jews and Sama. 
ritans were avowed Enemies on a Religious Ac- 
count; and a Religious Enmity is uſually the keen- 
eſt, and the moſt inveterate of all others. Which 


Story our Saviour concludes in theſe remarkable 
Words, Go thou, and do likewiſe. Let him alſo con- 


* ſult 
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ſult that welkknown Paſſage, where our Saviour 


heard that it hath been ſaid, Thou ſhalt. love thy Neigh- 
bour, and hate thine Enemy - But I ſay unto you, Love 
your Enemies, bleſs them that curſe you, do good to them 
that hate you, and pray for them that deſpitefully uſe 


you, and perſecute you, Matth. 5. 43. As if he had 


ſaid, ITis true, the Precept of Moſes concerning 


this Duty of Love peculiarly reſpected your own 
Countrymen, the Seed of Abraham : 


The Uncir- 
cumcis'd ye were permitted to look upon as Aliens 


from the Commonwealth of Iſrael, and ſome ye 


were even commanded to hate and exterminate. But 


I am come to teach you a different Leſſon, I enjoin 
that your Benevolence be extended as the Bleflings 


of Heaven over the Face of the whole Earth, 


even to thoſe who have deſerv'd the worſt at your 


Hands; though they declare an Abhorrence of your 


Perſons, though they wound your good Name, 
yea though they thirſt for your Blood. Repay all 


their Calumnies, their Rage, and implacable Ma- 
lice, with Love, and Bleſſings, and Prayers. In 
fine, Chriſtian Charity is Love to Mankind, to the 
Whole, and to every Individual. A ſincere, 'COr- 


dial, diſiatereſted Love, which diſpoſes and binds 
us not only to forbear all Wrongs to others, but 
alſo to be ready to forgive all done to our ſelves; 
which binds us as we have Ability and Opportu- 
nity to DO good, and always to VIS AH and 
RA for it to all Men. This is grafted on a 


Noble Stock, the Love of God, and like the G 
mn whom it is deriv'd, by * it is infusd 
7:31 f into 
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into our Hearts, ſheds its good Influences all 


atround; and though ſome are better intitled to 


his particular Acts than others, and may and ought 
to be preterr'd, yet none mult be excluded as im- 
ee or enen Objects of it. I proceed, 


eee To enquire what are che: chief Ads 


of this Duty, and by what Rules or Meaſures 


to be directed and govern d. Love is a very fruit- 
ful and a very active Principle ; but it muſt be re- 
gulated with Prudence and guided with Diſcretion. 


It is no part of our Duty to endeavour to have all 


Men in equal Eſteem; and to be as tenderly con- 
cern'd for a prophane as for a good Man, for a 


bitter Enemy as for a Boſom Friend: If this were 
enjoyn d, we might with ſome juſtice complain, 


This is an hard Saying, who can Bear it? In general, 
we are not allowed to envy or hate, or be malici- 


ouſly affected towards any. Theſe are mean as 


well as wicked Paſſions, and will not conſiſt with 
the Dignity and Purity of our moſt holy Faith, 
with that Meekneſs and Gentleneſs which it in- 
ſpires into all its true Diſciples: Nay, not only a 
benevolent Diſpoſition, but one ſpecial Act of Love 
is due to all, to thoſe who deſerve leaſt in theni- 


'felves and worſt of us, I mean that we pray for 


them, that we forgive their Injuries and Provoca- 

tions, and TO: earneſtly with God. in their 

Behalf. 

Then FR to dur Brethren propetly 105 rietly 

fo call'd, related to us in Chriſt, the ſtrongeſt and 

_ Relation, Proſeſſors OF THE SAME 
1 N FA H- 


\ 
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FAITH' AND HOPE, how ardently ſhould 
we love them? how. forward: to give them the 
moſt, real and ſenſible Proofs > how willing to co- 
ver their Infirmities? how ready to pardon their 
Faults? how heartily ſhould we rejoyce with them 
in their Proſperity. and Welfare? how ſincerely con- 
dole with them in their Misfortunes? how chear- 
fully ſupply their Neceſſities, and relieve their Wants? 
In one word; how exceedingly deſirous ſhould we 
be to be ſome way inſtrumental in promoting their 
Temporal and Eternal Happineſs > Moſt certainly, 
fl where the true Spirit of Goſpel-Love and Charity 
1 reigns, it will produce theſe Effects. For That pro- 
3 poſes to its ſelf as its Rule and Pattern, either the 
"th Love which we bear to our ſelves, which is always 
4 ſtrong and paſſionate, without Diſſimulation, and 
| without Reſerve; or the Love of God to us, which 
is boundleſs. and infinite; or the Love of Chriſt, 
which is unſpeakable and unimaginable: Thou Palt 
love thy Neighbour at thy ſelf, Mat. 2 2.39. Thou ſhalt 
promote his Happineſs, and delight in it. And what- 
ever thou would'ſt expect from him by the Rules of 
Juſtice, or hope for by thoſe of Charity and Mercy, 
ſuppoſing his Circumſtances yours, that you are 
bound to do for him; that is to be the Meaſure 
of your Carriage and Behaviour towards him. 
Be ye followers of God as dear Children, Eph. 5. b. | 
Conſider the Relationye ſtandintohim, whoſe Mer- | 
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bn the Evil and the Good, and ſendeth his Rain on the 
if Juſt and on the Unjuſt, Mat. 5. 45. Be ye therefore per- 
Feat, as your Father which i. in Heaven is perfect, 2 
err. 8 Perle 


has 
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perfect as in all other Attributes, ſo in this of Love 
and Goodneſs; He is the Fountain, the Original of itz 
He ſurrounds and encompaſſes, cheriſhes and ſupports, 
loads, and even overwhelms us with his Mercies: 
His Eyes are ever open to diſcern, and his Hands 
continually ſtretch'd out to ſupply the Wants of his 
Creatures. The whole World partakes his ever- 
flowing Bounties, and is the Object of his general, 
as the Houſhold of Faith 1 is of his ſpecial "_ *Pagu- 
har Me.. 

Again, Walk in Love, as Chrift a we bt gave 
himſelf for us, an offering, and a ſacrifice: for aſweet- 
ſmelling ſavour, Eph. 5, 2. Here is another amiable 
and adorable Pattern preſcribd to our Imitation. 
Chriſt's Love is the inexhauſtible Subject of our 
pPreſent Wonder, and we hope will be of our ever- 

laſting Praiſes! To love as he did, is to love with⸗ 

out any Motive to induce us, or rather, in deſpight 
of all Motives to the contrary. The Riches of his 
Grace to us, no Tongue can expreſs, no Heart can 
fully comprehend. The higheſt Inſtance of Love, 
that tis in the Power of any Man to ſhew/ his dear- 
eſt Friend, is, that he lay down his Life for his ſake. 
But the Love of Chriſt was infinitely above this 
proportion, for he ſubmitted to Tortures and Death 
for his declared Enemies. Hence the Apoſtle juſtly. 
obſerves, God commendeth his Love to us, in that while 
we were yet ſinners, Chriſt died for us, Rom. 56. 8. He 
commendeth it in a moſt admirable, and-aſtoniſh- 
ing manner: It was ſuch a Love as never was heard 
of, never can be parallel d; of which we ſay but 
little, when we ſay, That neither Man nor Angel 
| can 
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can fathom the depth of it. The moſt we can ſay 
is, That it wds altogether worthy the CR and 
Excellency of the Son of God. 

In fine, when the Love we all vis for our ſelves, 
the Sincerity and Conſtancy of which no one can 
doubt; when the Love of God and Chriſt, the 
height of Which no Man can declare, the I Bounds | 
ol Which no Man can fix: When theſe are pro- 
pounded, not only as Copies to follow, bat as the 
Meaſures whereby to direct and regulate our Love 
to our Brethren : What leſs can be inferr d, than 
that we ſhould put on a God-like, unwearied, un- 
conquerable Love! A Love never to be extin- 
guiſt'd, never to be tir'd: That we ſhould perſiſt 
in the Exerciſe of its various Acts with Conſtancy _ 
and Pleaſure: Doing Good, forgiving Injuries ; ne- 
ver overcome of Evil, but ſtriving; to overcome 
Evil with Good. | 

.T-cannot help repeating, That herein the Goſpel | 
of Jeſus Chriſt ſoars not only. above the Light of 
Natural Reaſon, but ev'n of Reaſon, aſſiſted by Re- 
velation; for upon the Authority of Revelation 
was the Jewiſh Religion built. The Feathens have 
leſt us many wiſe and excellent Precepts againſt 
Anger, and Pride, and Envy, and Malice. They 
could be eloquent too in the Praiſes of Fraternal 
Love and Concord; The Fews taught this Duty 
by expreſs. Command from their God. But that 
the Notion of Brotherhood ſhould be extended to 
Enemies as well as Friends; That the Love of God 
in Chriſt ſhould be our Guide and Example: This 
Was the proper Diſcovery of the Goſpel. Indeed 

182 Et | 5 it 
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it was very fit, that under ſo merciful a Difpenſa: 
tion this Boctrine ſhould appear in full Luſtre and 
Glory: That he who came upon an Errand of 
perfect Love to Man, ſhould likewiſe raiſe this 
Duty of Love to each other, to the utmoſt Per- 
fection. 

This therefore he: enlarg'd & much as to its Ob⸗ 
jet, improv'd ſo much as to its Degree, that it 
juſtly challenges the diſtinguiſhing Title he him- 
ſelf was Pleas d to give it, of a New Commandment. 
1 go on, 

7. hirdly, To n e in has Senſes; and with 
wha Juſtice and Reaſon: Charity is ſtil d the Bond 
of Perfectneſs. This Figurative Expteſſion is ca- 
pable of a double meaning. 

I. And more remotely, it may be e of | 
the Church of God, and the whole Body of the 
Faithful, which this: Grace of Love or Charity does 
in a very peculiar manner tend to ſtrengthen and 
ſupport, to beautify and adorn. For when the 
particular Members are inſpir'd with this, they are 
ready to perform all Offices of Kindneſs and mu- 
tual Affection, and to act in their reſpective Sta- 

tions with Unanimity and Zeal, and an harmoni- 
ous Agreement for the Common Good. Aud m ben the 
whole Body is thus fitly jon d together, and compatted by 
that which every joyur ſupplies , according to the effe- 


fe 2 Aumb king in the meaſure of every. part, it maketh 


zmereaſe unto the edifying it ſelf in Love, Eph. 4. 16. 
The Strength and Beauty of the Natural Body ari- 
ſes from the Union, and good Diſpoſition of the 
Parts. Much of its Gracefulneſs is loſt, W 
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the unhappy Deprivation of any of its Members, 


it becomes maim'd and defective; and tis very 


Horrid and very unnatural for ſome Members to 


employ themſelves in wounding and deſtroying the 


reſt. The ſame may be ſaid of the Myſtical Body 
of Chriſt. It thrives and flouriſhes when Love 


and Charity reigns in all its Parts. Then is it in 


2 ſound. and healthful State, altogether lovely, and 
a ſweet Emblem of the Communion of Saints a- 
bove: But when Hatred and Diſcord prevail 
over the Members of this Church, and they Ex- 
erciſe their Religious Rage upon each other; ; What 


is this but to weaken and disjoynt, to tear, to 
mangle, to deface, and as much as in them lies, is 


to deſtroy the very Body of Chriſt ? 


2. More properly may Charity be ſtil d che 
Bond of Perfectueſs, as it actuates and enlivens, 


cements and unites the whole Body of Chriſtian 
Graces: It never goes ſingle,” but ee attended 


and gloriouſly ſurrounded with a Conſtellation of 
Vertues. Meekneſs, Humility and Patience, do 
inſeparably wait upon it: Nothing is perfect, no- 
thing is intrinſically Good without it. It bears 
the whole Weight of the Second Table, and con- 
tains a compleat Syſtem of Morality within it ſelf, 
Thus St. Paul to the Galatians, All the Law is fulfilled 
in one word, even in this, Thou ſpaltllove thy Neighbour. 


as thy ſelf, Gal. 5 14. The like he aſſerts and proves 


Rom. 13. 8. He 8 loveth another, hath fulfilled the. 
Law: For this, thou ſhalt not commit. adultery; thb 
ſhalt not till; thou ſhalt not ſteal; thou ſhalt not bear 


falſe-witneſs ; thou ſhalt not covet: Aud if there la m 


909 other 
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other Commandment, it is briefly comprehended in this 


ſaying ; Namely, Thou ſhalt love thy Neighbour as thy 


ſelf. Love worketh no ill to his Nejghbour ; ets 


Love is the fulfilling of the Law. Deſervedly then 
is this grac'd with the high Encominm of being the 
Bond of Perfectneſs; ſince it is a Connexion and 


Chain of all the Vertues we are requir'd to pra- 


ctiſe towards each other. So that were this to rule in 
Men's Hearts, the World would be a delightful 


Scene of Joy and Peace; the Satisfactions of Mu- 


tual Society would be very ſtrong and endearing ; 
and we might almoſt ſay withour a Figure, Thar it 
would make an Heaven upon Earth. 3 ü 
Doubtleſs it was for the tranſcendent Excellency 
of this Vertue, that our Bleſſed Saviour made choice 
of it, for the peculiar Mark and Characteriſtick of his 
Diſciples : By this ſhall all Men know that ye are my Diſ- 
ciples, if ye have love one to another,Joh.13.35.9.d.Ye 
ſhall not be'diſtinguiſh'd by any Depth of Learn- 
ing, or Subtilty in Diſputing ; Not by any parti- 
cular Mode of Dreſs or Carriage; Not by any af 
feed Sowreneſs of Temper, nor yet by an hot and 
furious Zeal, (though Zeal well founded, and re- 
gularly employ'd, is an excellent Thing); but ye 
ſhall be diſtinguiſh'd from the reſt of the World by 
an EXEMPLARY Love to your Brethren, This 
ſhall ye practiſe in ſo uncommon a degree; by this 
ſhall ye be ſo inſeparably united ro each other, 
that from thende the World ſhall be able to con- 
clude what Maſter ye ſerve, and whoſe Religion 
ye profeſs. Let this ſuffice for the Third General 
Head of this Diſcourſe. I come in the 
13 C i Fourth 
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Fourth and Laſt Place, To recount briefly the 
many ſtrong and tender Obligations which bind us 


to the conſcientious and hearty Practice of this 
Duty. I ſay briefly to recount them, becauſe the 


preceding Diſcourſe is, in effect, one continued Ar- 
gument to this purpoſe. I ſhall therefore do little 
more than mention theſe Obligations under the 
Four following Heads: viz. x. Regard to the Pre- 
cepts of our Religion as Chriſtians. 2. To the Ho- 
nour, 3. To the Intereſts of it, as Proteſtants. 


4. To the Rewards of it, whether preſent or fu- 


ture. 

Firſt, The Precepts for the Practice of this Duty, 
are ſo many, ſo emphatically urgent, that as tis 
impoſſible for any that are acquainted with the Go- 
ſpel of Chriſt to be ignorant of them, ſo one would 
think none that own the Authority of this Goſpel 
could withſtand their Force. What were our Savi- 
our's Sentiments in this Matter, has been before 
declar'd by quoting the Story of the Good Sama- 
ritan, and by that part of his Sermon on the Mount, 
where he refines ſo much upon the Old Law of Love 
to our Neighbour, as to command it to be paid ev'n 
to Enemies and Perſecutors : Indeed his whole Life 
was one unintermitted Act of Love and Charity. 


And by the Stile and Manner in which he recom- 


mends it to his Diſciples a little before his Departure, 
it appears that his very Heart was ſet upon it. Anew 
Commandment I give unto you, that ye love one another, 
as T have loved yeu, that ye alſo love one another, Joh 13. 


34. Alſo Chap. 15. 12. This is my Commandment , 


that ye love one another a; I have loved you c i. e. By 
je 285 all 
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all the Authority T have over you, 1 charge you; 


by all the Love T have ſhewn to you, I conjure you 


to love one another. For this End, among others, 
he celebrated his laſt Supper, and inſtituted it for a 
ſtanding Ordinance to the End of the World ; that 


while his Diſciples commemorated his bitter 
Paſfion, they ſhould reflect upon the Strength of 


that Love which induc'd him to undergo it; while 
they call'd to mind how gracious, how beneficent, 


how affectionate a Maſter they ſerv'd, they ſhould. 
conſider, that by all the Duty and Reſpect they 


owed to him, and his precious Memory, they were 


oblig d to be to each other What he had been to 
them. The Apoſtles, who ſo well underſtood the 


Mind of their Lord in this Matter, were not want- 


ing to declare it to the World. St. Paul in his Epi- 
ſtle to the Romans, chap. 1 2. 9, 10. exhorts, That they 
be kindly affectioned one to another; That their Love 


be without diſimulation; That they owe no Man any 
thing, but to love one another,Rom.13.8. By which he 
ſigniſies, that this is a Debt which we ſhould be always 


paying, yet cannever fully diſcharge. He adviſes the 
Corinthians 20 follow after Charity, 1 Epiſt. ch. 14. I. 


And that all things be done with Charity, ch. 1 6. v. 14. 


He admoniſhes the Galatians to ſerve one another I 


Love, Gal. 5.13. aſſerting this to be the firſt fruit of 
the Spirit, ver.22. and the fulfilling of the Lam, ver. 1 4. 
He intreats the Philippians to compleat his joy by be- 
ing of one accord, of one mind; ſuffering nothing to be 
done through ſtrife or vain-glory, Phil. 2. v. 2, 3. He in- 


ſinuates very handſomly to the Theſſalonians, that he 
knew they had no need he ſhould write to them 
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ent Brotherly Love, which they were taught of 
God to practiſe, and which he acknowledges to 
their Commendation they did practiſe very exem- 
plarily; yet after all beſeeches them to abound more 
and more, L Theſ. 4- 9 10. St. Peter 189975 that 


# 4 
7 ﬆ., 


dn is very earneſt and Apa on this Sub- 
ject. This is the Meſſage that ye heard from the Be- 
ginning, that we ſhould love one another, 1, Ep. ch. 3. 
1 ST. : He that loveth his Brother abideth in the 
Light, Ch. 2. 10 He that loveth not his Brother 
abideth in Death, Ch. 3. v. 14. This Commandment 
have we from him, that he who loveth God, love his 
Brother alſo, Ch. 4. v. 21. I forbear to collect any 
more Tests, for fear of being tedious,* Perhaps it 


may be ſaid, that there are more Exhortations to 


this than any other Duty of the Chriſtian Life. 
Whether it be in regard of the Importance of it, or 
that the Spirit of God forefaw that Mankind would 
in all Ages be grofly' deſective therein, 1 preten 

not to judge. We cannot conclude leſs from the 
Paſſages now cited and read, than that this Love 


and Charity i is the Commiand of the Old and New 


Law, the Root and Spring of all other Graces, the 
very Genius and Termper's of e 95 
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2. As we tender the Honour of our Religion, let 


us put on Charity: I mean not only as Chriſtians, 
but as Proteſtants ; and as we are Members of the 
Church of England, which we hope is the ſoundeſt 
and pureſt Part of Proteſtantiſm. We juſtly con- 
demn the Papiſts for their ſavage and barbarous 
Principles; We inveigh with all the Reaſon in the 


World againſt the ſanguinary Complexion of their 


boaſted Catholiciſm, which makes ſome of its bi- 
gotted Profeſſors cruel, and dangerous to be con- 
versd with. But tis the juſt Glory of our excel- 
lent Church, to teach Brotherly Love in the ſame 
large extenſive Notion, wherein our Bleſſed Savi- 
our himſelf heretofore taught it. 
While therefore the Romaniſts vainly boaſt 4 An- 
tiquity and Univerſality, and many other pretend- 
ed Marks of their being the True Church; Let us 
alue our ſelves upon our Charity. Which, with 


thoſe who underſtand any thing of the Scriptures, 


or of the Nature of Chrittianity, is of more worth 
than them all. This is tlie beſt and moſt infallible 
Evidence of a True Church in general, and of a 
Good Chriſtian in particular. Without this, all 
other Pretences to Goodneſs, as a Church, or as 


Members of it, are but the empty Savndings of 


Braſs, or Tinklings « of Cymbals. 


* A 


The Intereſts of our Church do lewis 


call upon us for the Practice of this Duty, 
For Love unites us, and our Union is our Safety. 
How furiouſly ſqever our Enemies may aſſault us, 


they can no otherwiſe enter in upon us thay at 


Breach 08 gk our own making, - It has been a 
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practis d Artifice, and by this time one would think 
| ſhould be quite worn out, to divide us in order to 

ain Advantage over us. Our Enemies themſelves 
| convinc'd that while we ſtand compacted. to- 
gether, and united by Love, we are ſecure and im- 
penetrable. Nay, by this means we may not only 
preſerve our own Church, bur alſo gain upon thoſe 


who are fo unhappy as to diſſent from it; at leaſt | 


incline them to think better of us, and perhaps 
to examine the Matter with more Care and Atten- 
tion than hitherto they have done. Nor is it a 
little thing to gain even this Point ; for ſurely 
would Men impartially enter into the Merits of 
the Cauſe, would they weigh it with an Æquilibrium 
of AﬀeRion ; would er thus conſider our Church, 
till they came to a -full vnderſtanding of it, it 
were at leaſt impoſſible they ſhould hate or deſpiſe 
it. Nay, one would hope the Conſequence would 
be, that they would change their Opinion of it, 
Reverence and Admire, Love and heartily Em- 
brace it ; ſo Pure and Scriptural are its Doctrines, 
ſo venerably primitive its Form and Conſtitution, 
we truſt it will ſtand the Ti rial of Reaſon, Scrip- 
ture and Antiquity : Yes, it is built upon the Foun- 
dation of Apoſtles and Martyrs, Jeſus Chriſt him- 
felf being the Head Corner-Stone. 

7 Lal Regard to the Rewards of our Religion, 
whether preſent or future, will oblige us to the Pra- 
ctice of this Duty of Love: For the immediate 
Effect of it is a ſweet inexpreſſible Pleaſure. The 
Man that is poſſeſs'd of this admirable Grace, has 
Forte fierce or bitter, nothing grating or aneaſie, 
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in his Breaſt : No, tis Envy and Revenge, Hatred 


and Malice, that fill the Soul with Tumult and 
Confuſion, and makes it like a troubled Sea which 
caſts up Mire and Dirt., But Love excludeth all 
theſe turbulent Paſſions, and preſerves the Mind in 
a delightful and perpetual Calm. Then as to future 


Rewards; a Man of a vindictive implacable $ pi- 


rit will never be admitted into the Kingdom 101 | 
Heaven; or if he were, he could not Taſte the Joys 


| of it; he is indeed void of the Love of God, — 


{kall therefore never ſhare his Glory. He that loveth 
not his Brother whom he hath ſeen, how can he love Gau 


whom he hath not ſeen 2 Joh. 4. 20. And he is ſhut 


out from. the Divine — by an expreſs deter- 
mination of the Spirit of God : Follow Peace with 
all Men, and Holineſs, without which no Man ſhall 


ſee the Lord, Heb. 12. 14. Both commanded by the 


ſame Authority; both indiſpenſibly neceſſary to 
qualify us for the Beatific Viſion. : 
| »# then the Precepts of our Religion will bind 
- if its Honour or Intereſts will move us; if its 
8 will allure or encourage us; Let us put on 
Charity, with which Heaven, born Vertue whoſo- 
ever is actuated, he is an Ornament to Chriſtianity, 
a Bleſſing to Mankind, and fills up all the Duties 
of the Social Life. If it were neceſſary to ſay 
any thing more on this Subject, I might add the 


conſideration of our Civil Intereſts, which are not 


a little influenc'd by the Obſervance or Neglect of. 
this Duty: But I ſhall not preſume to tire your Pa- 


tience with an Argument, which as it falls not di- 
realy within the Tm of my Diſcouzle, fo 1 
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am perſuaded, the Force of it is already much bet- 
ter underſtood by this Audience than by any Words 
J can uſe. | -: 71. 2 JARS = ' Po 
I ſhall only venture to ſay, That THIS GREAT 
AND POPULOUS CIT, which in reſpect of Advan- 
tageous Situation, Extent of Trade, Wiſdom and 
Order of its Government, is ſcarce equall'd by any, 
and is perhaps inferior to no City in the World; 
ſeems to want nothing to compleat its Felicity and 
Glory, but perfect Love and Charity, an entire 
Harmony and Agreement among all the worthy 
Members that compoſe it. Convinc'd therefore of 
the Excellence and Neceſſity of this Grace of Cha- 
rity, Let us all joyn in an hearty Prayer to God 
for it, as we are directed by a Collect of our 
Church. e | 
O Almighty and Everlaſting God, who haſt taught 
as that al our Doings without Charity are no- 
thing worth, ſend thy Holy Spirit, and pour in- 
| to our Hearts that moſt excellent Gift of Cha- 
rity, the very Bond of Peace and of all Vertues, 
without which whoſoever liveth is counted dead 
before thee : Grant this, O Father, for thy dear 
Son Feſus Chriſt his ſake : To whom with thy Self 
and bleſſed Spirit, be all Honour aud Glory, Do- 
minion and Power, Adoration and Praiſe for 
e. Aachen. > | 
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